LORD OXFORD WAS SHAKESPEARE
of the Plays with the literary circles. Academic
and Aristocratic, attached to the Elizabethan
Court.
In 1920 a wholly new turn was given to the,
debate by Mr. J. T. Looney's volume identifying
Shakespeare with Edward de Vere, the Seven-
teenth Earl of Oxford; and Captain Ward's full-
length study of his life and letters yielded a rich
store of materials for just appreciation of his public
career and place in literature. Viewed from this
angle, the Shakespearean Plays, Poems and
Sonnets have been subjected to fresh analysis and
scrutiny, and have yielded evidences and corro~
borations of the most arresting kind. In setting
and handling, in historical and topical allusions,,
in staged incidents, delineations and personalities,
in literary links, strictures and affiliations, they re-
produce or reflect traits and episodes that tally
perfectly with the Earl of Oxford's own experi-
ences. He becomes a unifying centre on whom
and from whom the threads of motive underlie the
more subtle problems of temperament and per-
sonality. Already their bewildering variety and
range threaten to defeat their own end, and daunt
the enquirer at the outset,
He will be grateful to Colonel Douglas for this
clear survey of the field. The proofs, or rather
the interpretations, offered are, it will be seen,
cumulative, and vary much in cogency; some
carry conviction, others are provisional or ten-
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